Unit Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ __The Natural World Around Us_________

Length: __Semester_____________________________
	Course Name
	Art
	Grade Level
	K-1


	Standards
	Grade Level Expectations

	1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend


	1. Artists and viewers recognize characteristics and expressive features within works of art (K)

2. Personal feelings are described in and through works of art (K)
3. Works of art express feelings (1)

4. Art represents and renders the stories of people, places, or things (1)

	2. Envision and Critique to Reflect

	1. Identify that art represents and tells the stories of people, places, or things (K)
2. Artists interpret connections to the stories told in and by works of art (K)

3. Visual arts provide opportunities to respond to personal works of art and the art of others (1)

	3. Invent and Discover to Create

	1. Create two- and three-dimensional work of art based on personal relevance (K)

2. Create art to communicate ideas, feelings, or emotions (1)

	4. Relate and Connect to Transfer

	1. Artists and viewers contribute and connect to their communities (K)
2. Visual arts relate experiences to self, family, and friends (1)


	Colorado 21st Century Skills

Critical Thinking and Reasoning: Think Deep, Think Different

Information Literacy: Untangling the Web

Collaboration: Working Together, Learning Together

Self-Direction: Owning Your Learning

Invention: Creating Solutions
	Creative Process in Visual Art
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	Studio Thinking
Develop Craft: Learning to use materials, tools and techniques

Engage and Persist: Learning to embrace problems and not give up

Envision: Imagine the possible next steps; see what is not there

Express: Convey an idea, feeling, personal meaning

Observe: Seeing things that otherwise might not be seen
Reflect: think, talk and evaluate your work and the work of others

Stretch and Explore: Reach beyond one’s perceived capacities

Understand Art World: Learn about contemporary and past art(ist)


	Lesson Titles / Description
	Lesson Length 
	Sequence

	Earth Art - Students will interact with natural environments to create ephemeral works of art. They will explore the properties of natural materials and how they interact to stack, layer, and balance. Students will be exposed to artists such as Andy Goldsworthy and others from the Earth Art movement. Students will understand that earth art is an environmentally friendly form of art that can exist in harmony with plants and animals (earth art is not littering). Students will have the option to photographically document their earth art as it decomposes.
	3 weeks/class periods
	1

	Nature Shapes - Students will understand the ways humans recreate nature shapes in manmade constructions and art. Students will learn printmaking techniques when they use plants to make prints. Students will explore the contours of nature shapes when they make sunprints and trace shadows. The class as a whole will assemble an eco-wrap (plants bound in fabric) to let sit and unveil at the end of the lesson.


	3 weeks/class periods
	2

	Illustrated Words - Students will have practice describing feelings both visually and through language/stories when they move through centers. Centers will incorporate nature sounds (rain, birds, wind, frogs, thunder, crickets, etc.) and have students move around to represent the sounds/mood through painting, drawing, sculpting, printing, and photography. The class will construct a wall of nature vocabulary, art terms, textures, and descriptive words (e.g. smooth, balanced, rough, jagged). Students can use this word wall to help them choose a word. They will then represent that word through their choice of media.
	3 weeks/class periods
	3


	Unit: Focusing Lens/Lenses: Timeless, Transferrable and Universal (I.E. Beliefs/Values, Identity, Relationships. Tension/Conflict, Freedom, Design, Aesthetic, Patterns, Origins, Transformation, Change, Influence, Collaboration, Intention, Play/Exploration, Synergy/Flow, Choices, Balance, Inspiration, System, Structure/Function, Reform)
	Transformation

Relationship
	Unit: Prepared Graduate

Competencies


	Comprehend: Recognize, articulate, and debate that the visual arts are a means for expression

Comprehend: Analyze, interpret, and make meaning of art and design critically using oral and written discourse

Reflect: Identify, compare, and interpret works of art derived from historical and cultural settings, time periods, and cultural contexts

Reflect: Explain, compare, and justify that the visual arts are connected to other disciplines, the other art forms, social activities, mass media, and careers in art and non-art related arenas

Create: Recognize, interpret, and validate that the creative process builds on the development of ideas through a process of inquiry, discovery, and research

Create: Develop and build appropriate mastery in art-making skills, using traditional and new technologies and an understanding of the characteristics and expressive features of art and design

Transfer: Recognize, demonstrate, and debate the place of art and design in history and culture

Transfer: Transfer the value of visual arts to lifelong learning and the human experience 


	Unit: Standards and Grade Level Expectations

(Unit must have all standards; NOT all GLEs.)

	(Visual Arts Standard # - Name; GLE #, # and #)
VA-GR.K-S.1-GLE.1, GLE.2
VA-GR.K-S.2-GLE.1, GLE.2
VA-GR.K-S.3-GLE.1
VA-GR.K-S.4-GLE.1

VA-GR.1-S.1-GLE.1, GLE.2
VA-GR.1-S.2-GLE.1
VA-GR.1-S.3-GLE.1
VA-GR.1-S.4-GLE.1


	Unit: Inquiry Questions

(Engaging-Debatable: In art, what does it mean when something is beautiful? How can something be so ugly it is beautiful?)


	(3-5 questions; at least 2 from each lesson)
1. What changes happen to nature? What happens in fall? Spring?
2. What shapes do you notice in plants? Clouds? Animals?

3. How do you feel on a rainy day? How about on a sunny day?

4. What do you like to do outside?

5. Have you ever watched a plant grow?



	Unit Standards
	Comprehend/Reflect/Create/Transfer


	Unit: Concepts: Timeless, Transferrable and Universal (I.E. Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, Observation)


	Transformation, pattern, shapes, emotions, investigate, observation, texture, movement, rhythm, improvisation, technique, exploration, influence


	For each statement you create below align with Standard (S), Grade Level Expectation (GLE), and Evidence Outcome (EO). Include Numeracy, Literacy and Technology, when appropriate, at the end of the alignment.) : It would be written as S.#-GLE.#-EO(s)._,_-GLE.#-EO(s)._,_ (Literacy/Technology) or separate with ; and begin with new standard. Refer to Inquiry Questions, Relevance and Application and Nature of Statement when writing statements.


	Enduring Understandings: My students will UNDERSTAND...

(Timeless, Transferrable and Universal. Shows a relationship between two or more concepts.)
	Conceptual Guiding Questions
	Factual Guiding Questions

	1. Artists convey their identities by constructing visual stories
	1. What can we discover about artists by looking at their art?
	1. What is Frida Kahlo telling us about herself in this piece (Roots)? 


	2. Artists explore media to discover the properties of materials

	1. Why is it important to know how different materials work?

	1. What are the techniques and properties of different art materials?


	3. Artists employ the characteristics and expressive features of art to enhance their visual storytelling

	1. How can features of art such as line, pattern, texture, and shape evoke feelings in the viewer?

	1. What kinds of lines/colors make you feel happy? What is the effect of Monet’s use of color in Water Lilies?

	4. Through observation artists can recognize patterns and transformation

	1. What can be gained when we take a step back and really look?
	1. What do we notice when we look carefully?
2. What are some transformations you notice in your environment?

3. What happens at night? Do you usually sleep when it is dark or light out?




	Critical Content: My students will KNOW...

(NOT Timeless, Transferrable and Universal. Factual information in the unit [topics] that students must know.)
	Key Skills: What my students will be able to DO...
(Timeless, Transferrable and Universal. What students will do AND be able to transfer to new learning experiences as a result of learning the unit.)

	1. You can “read” a work of art to learn about the artist. Viewers can interpret works of art differently than the artist intended. Everyone has a different story to tell and a different way to understand others’ stories.
2. Students will understand how different materials create marks (e.g. printmaking with food, acrylic paint, cut paper, photography and sunprints, drawing, sculpting/forming with nature materials

3. Artists know how the characteristics and expressive features of art effect others. They use them to evoke emotion, narratives, and ideas in their work.

Colors, types of line, and composition can all affect mood in the viewer.

4. Nature goes through transformations and processes (seasons, moon cycles, sun, planets, plants, animals). These processes have inspired artists such as Andy Goldsworthy, architects, and scientists (biomimicry).


	1. Use art materials to tell a story, drawing upon your own experiences and ideas to enhance the story. Explain what is happening in a work of art.

2. Use plants to make prints, document passage of time with photography, capture contours through sunprints, construct with found nature objects. Talk about how different materials interact physically and also how they convey meaning.
3. Interpret how a work of art makes you feel and why/how. Use the C&EF of art to show emotion, tell a story, and convey ideas in your own art. Depict a word visually.
4. Identify patterns in nature and in your daily life. Use observations of pattern to inspire artwork. Observe closely! Use sketchbook to document observations.


	Vocabulary 
	Haikus, syllable, observe, pattern, transformation, printmaking, relationship, contour, mood, critique, contrast, color scheme, silhouette, positive and negative space, balance, unity, composition, intent, narrative, identity, found object, texture, decompose, temporary, 



	Literacy Integration
	Haikus, word wall, descriptive words, sketchbook observations, talking about art, artist statements, critique

 


